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EDUCATIONAL.
THE UNION ACADEMY,

Comer of 14th street and New York Avenue.
Z. RICHARDS, Principal.

H. Chask, > AHNistantHH. W. McNeil, ] awl8tanlh-

A. C. Richards, Teacher of the Primary Department.
A. Z.IPPONS, Professor of Modern Languages.
R. Gibson, Teacher of Drawing and Painting.

Circular*! can be obtained of the Principal, or at
B. Farnham's Bookitorv^ [ dot 26.dtf

RITTENHOUSE ACADEMY,
Corner of Third street and Indiana avenue.

O. C. WIGHT, Principal.
A. G. CAROTHKRS, 1 ^ jst&nts.D. L. SHOREY, J
WM. T. EVA, Teacher of the Primary Department.
D. E. GROUX, Teacher of Modern Languages.
R. GIBSON, Teacher of Drawing.
49-For Circulars apply to the lrincipal, or at the

bookstore of Wm. M. Morrison. [nov 1A- dtf

CENTRAL ACADEMY,
Corner of E and Tenth streets, (old Medical Col¬

lege, second story.)
Rev. JAS. NOURSK, A. I priaclpivlB.JOS. HARVEY NOURSE, }lrmuP'
Jas. C. Dkllktt, Assistant.
T Haoult, (of Paris,) Professor of Modern Languages.
Each quarter is twelve weeks, commencing severally

September 1, November 24, February 16, and May 9.
TKRM8.

I. Elementary Branches . . - - - . $<>.00
a. Full English course, except Mathematics - M.oo

3. Mathematics, Chemistry, Book-keeping, Ac.- 9.60
4. Latin and Greek, with above - - - - - 10.&0
5. Modern Languages or Drawing, (extra) - - 4 0U

A familiar lecture every study-day on Natural Philoso¬
phy; and on Astronomy, or some other science, every
Friday, by one or other of the Principals.
nov 11.tf

RUGBY ACADEMY,
Boarding and Day-School for Young Gentlemen,

corner of K and 14<A streets.
G. F. MORRISON, Principal.

R. P. Latham, A. M., Professor of Ancient Languages.
Mons. T. Raoult, " Modern "

C. 8. Kekch, Tutor. -

, Teacher of Penmanship.
Messrs. Carusi and I ardklla, Teachers of Instrumental

M
J as P. McLean, Teacher of Drawing and Painting.
The course of instruction is designed to prepare the

student either for business, for the study of the learned
professions, or for entering the higher classes in our col¬
leges. In every branch of tuition no pains are spared to
rendor the course as sound and complete as possible. Ane
usual branches of the academic course are taught. con-

nistiulr of Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, English Gram¬
mar, Geography, Book-keeping, the Latin, Greek, and
Modern Languages, History, Chronology, Declamation,
Composition, both English and Latin, Gredan andRornan
Antiquities, Logic, Mathematics, Chemistry, Natural and
Mental Philosophy, Music, Drawing, Ac.
Te-as of board and tuition moderate.

references:
Rev. 8. Pyne, D. D., Rev. J, W. French, \Vm. W. Cor-

ooran, esq., Thomas Ritchie, esq., Prof. A. D. Bache,
Prof. Gales, Chew, M. D., Baltimore, Capt. T. J.
Page, U. 8. N., and Capt G. Blake, U. S. N.

oct 30.dtf »

CLASSICAL, MATHEMATICAL, AND COM¬
MERCIAL INSTITUTE,

Under the care of Rev. Alfred llolmead, Rector,
and Mr. Charles Tucker, A. M.

THE DUTIES of this Institution will be resumed on

the 18th of August, in the lower Saloon of Mr. Ca-

rU"n"English?"Mathematics, Greek, Latin, "<1 French,
the course will be full and thorough. Pupils fitted for
the Counting-room or College.#
The experience of fifteen _ye«. to the inanaKomentof

boys, induces the confident belief that tho satisfaction ex¬

pressed by their numerous former patrons, both in Mary¬
land and Virginia, will be shared by those who may be
pleased to entrust the education of their sons to their

For terms and further Information apply to the Rector,
the Rev. Alfred Holmead, at his residence on 9th, between
K and F streets. [ jy 29-dtf_

JAMES W. SHEAHAN,
Attorney and Counsellor at Law,

"¦PRACTISES in the Courts of the District, and prose-
X outes claims of every description before the several
Executive Departments and before Congress.
94T Office and resideuoe 21st street, two door* north

of H. ap

Old Wines, Liqnors, Segari, Fresh Foreign
Fruits, Comestibles, etc.,

FOR 8ALB BY
JAMES T. LLOYD,

ftnnsylvania avenue, 3 doors east <\f Fifteenth street.
may 17.ly

C. S. VAN PATTEN, M. D.,
Surgeon Dentist,

Offlc near Hrvum's Hotel, IVnnsylvania avenue,
Charges New York and Philadelphia prices, and guaran¬

ties bis work to be equal to any doue in those cittep.

JOSEPH WIMSATT,
DEALER IN

GROCERIES, WINES, TEA8, & LIQUORS,
Orr. of Pennsylvania Avenue, and Thirteenth *treel,

may 26 Washington Citt, D. C. d * y
^

SCHOOL BOOKS AND STATIONERY,
AT THE BIBLE DEPOSITORY, corner of E and 10th

streets. [sep 1.tf] JAMES N0UH8K.

J. McNEALE LATHAM,
Attorney at Law,

Will practise in the several courts of the District of
Columbia.

Office on 4J^ street, near First Presbyterian Church,
jy IB.tf

JNO. B. KIBBEY & CO.,
Dealers in

FINE GROCERIES, WINES, AND LIQUORS.
No. 6, opposite Centre Markot,

aplO Washington Citt.D.C. dAy
GEORGE E. KIRK,

House and Sign Painter, and Glazier,
South side Louisiana avenue, between 8th and 7th street*,
(Dwelling South F street, between 7th and 8th streets.
Island,) is prepared to execute to order all descriptions ot
work In his line. ¦»

J. A. KIRKPATRICK,
MARBLE AND F11EE-8TONE CUTTER,

Kstreet, between 13Ih and 14th, WashingUm City, D. C.

MARBLE MANTLES, Monuments, Tombs, Head and
Foot Stones, Ac., constantly on band, of th« bfett

quality and workmanship. All kinds of Stone for Build¬
ing, Ac. All kind* of work in his line falthftilly
at the shortest notice. *P .' '

PRINTERS' JOINER-
.llfM. INGMAN, Cabinet-maker, Carpenter, and Prin-
XX ters' Furniture-make'', can be found by Inquiring

»t NOELL A BOYD'S Venetian Blind Manufactory, Penn-
svlvania avenue, between 9th and 10th streets, south

side. Jr31.Gtn
.ilfi Fuillc SCHOOL BOOKS, and all

those used In the private academies and Institution*
in the District of Columbia and adjacent country.
For sale, at New York price*, by' TAYLOR A MAURY,

Wp | Booksellers, near 9th street.

* MAURY. Booksellers and
Stationers, Pennsylvania avenue, near 9th

¦front h«v« constantly on hand a full assortment of
BLANK B<X>K8, SCHOOL BOOKS PENS, INK, and
PAPER, of everv variety, for sale at New \ork prices.

IEPISCOPAL Prayer-books.
]j Catholic Prayer-books.

Methodist Hymn-books
Unitarian Hymn-books.
Presbytcrlau llyraii-book*.
Baptist Hymn-books. In every variety.

for sale at the published k MAUKY(
28.tf Booksellers, near #th street.

PROSPECTUS OF THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH:
A Newspaper PublUhed Dally and Weekly at Wa»hington City.

It is alleged by their advocates that the late
measures, called a Compromise, should be a satis¬
factory and final adjustment of the slavery ques¬
tion. They cannot become so otherwise than by
uniting and consolidating the South in support
of their rights, and by harmonizing the conflict¬
ing sectional interests which have arrayed tho
North against the South.
The result of the late elections proves that the

South arc attached to tho Union, and wish to
harmonize with the North. To reconcile con¬

flicting opinions, and secure concert and una¬

nimity, there must be mutual confidence and
good-will. This is impossible, unless the sections
deal fairly and justly towards each other. Tho
true end of government is to protect persons and
property. In the South slaves aro property, and
tho South demand tho peaceable and quiet pos¬
session of such property. Their right to hold
slaves as property is denied by the Abolitionists
of the North, who, that they may more efficiently
control public opinion in that section, have or¬

ganized themselves into religious and political
combinations. They act through the press, the
pulpit, and the ballot-box. Such an organization
in one seotion makes it indisponsable that there
should be a counter organization in the other;
because, if not resisted by such counter organiza¬
tion, the inevitable consequence would be that
tho Northern organization would absorb and
control the entire public sentiment, social, moral,
religious, and political, of that section. The
purpose of the Northern organization is to assail
the rights and interests of the South : the pur¬
pose of the Southern organization should be to
protect the interests thus assailed.

Late events prove that the North are so deeply
interested in preserving their present political and
commercial relations to the South, that a power¬
ful, influential, and controlling party can be ral¬
lied in that section, who will unite with the South

Railroad Convention.
We would call tho attention of the public

generally, and especially of all persons imme¬
diately interested in Railroads, to the Circular to
the Presidents of Railroad Companies from the
committee of the meeting held in this city on the
3d inst. We understand that the meeting ad¬

journed until the first Tuesday in March, that tho
great convention to be held at New Orleans on

the first Monday in January may act upon the

proposed modification of the laws regulating mail
contracts. It is hoped that the adjourned meet¬

ing will be fully attended, and that Railroad
Companies who cannot conveniently send dele¬
gates will authorize their members of Congress
or some one else to Represent them.

[Circular.]
Washington City, Dec. 10, 1851.

Sir; By the enclosed proceedings of a meet¬

ing held in this city on the 3d instant, it was
made the duty of the undersigned as a commit¬
tee to correspond with the several railroad com¬

panies in the United States, and to report to an

adjourned meeting, to be held in this city on the
first Tuesday in March next, to consider a prop¬
osition to petition Congress for a change in the
law regulating mail contracts, so ns to enable the
Post Office Department to deliver to railroad com¬
panies United States five per cent, coupon bonds,
upon permanent contracts for carrying the mail,
to an amount the interest upon which, at five per
cent., would be equal to the payments to be made
under existing laws; and they therefore respect¬
fully call the attention of your company to the
subject, and invite your co-operation. They
greatly prefer that you should send delegates to
the adjourned meeting; for the opinions expressed
by a convention of practical men, representing
so much wealth, enterprise, and intelligence, will
command, as thoy will deserve, the confidence and
respect of Congress, and thus promote the adop¬
tion of such details as may be agreed upon in
convention; but if it should not be convenient to
send delegates, we would ask your company to

submit, through us, your wishes and opinions
upon the main proposition, and upon tho details
connected therewith.

It is well known that many persons are opposed
to internal improvements by the general govern¬
ment.some denying the power of Congress to
make appropriations for that object; others fear¬

ing that the exercise of such power would lead
to combinations resulting in partial and unjust
legislation. It will be seen that the proposition
under consideration is free from these objections.
It asks no appropriation of money in aid of the
construction of railroads. The contracts will be
restricted to the service which the several rail¬
road companies are in condition to execute when
the payments arc made.

It is true that the proposed modification of the
lawn regulating mail contracts will give similar

payments pro rata, as new roads are made and as

old ones are extended, and will so far increase
the credit and resources of railroad companies.
The same effect, although to a less extent, re¬

sults from existing laws, and surely it cannot be

urged as a valid objection to the proposed change
that it will aid in the extension of the railroad
system. We claim as a merit, that the proposed
modification will aid in extending the system by
giving greater value to railroad investments.
Under existing laws contracts are made for four

years, and the payments are continued, if not in¬
creased ad infinitum. Under the proposed modi¬
fication the contracts will be made, giving the
United States the perpetual use of railroads; and
tho rate of" compensation is so reduced that, at
the end of thirty-three years, the payments will
cease, and the department will forever thereafter
have the use of such railroad free of all charge.

It is objected that old routes may be super¬
seded by new ones, and the present service so

diminished as to render it inexpedient to mako

permanent contracts at the rates proposed. It

has also been objected that railroads now in use

may be discontinued, and that such railroad com¬
panies cannot protect the department from loss.
We answer these objections by assuming that the

in defence of their rights, if the South "will itself
become united, and, when united, act in concert
with that Northern party who give the strongest
and most reliable guaranties to the South. Can
this bo done ? We believe it cau. To aid in doing
it, the " American Telegraph" will take an active
part in the next Presidential election. It will
urge the South to unite upon the republican basis
of '98, and, to send, in good faith, a full and able
representation to the Baltimore Convention, un¬

der a belief that the Democracy of the North
will unite with thein in the nomination ot candi¬
dates entitled to their confidence and support;
and who, if elected, will exert the power and in¬
fluence of the federal government to protect the
rights and property of the South.

That the people may act understanding^, we

invite a full and candid investigation of tho merits
and qualifications of those who may be presented
as candidates for the Presidency and Vice Presi¬
dency. As the nominations, if properly made,
will receive the support of the republican party,
this examination of the merits of candidates
must be made before the meeting of the conven¬

tion; and that the "Telegraph " may give more

efficient aid in that discussion, we propose to
issue a weekly super-royal sheet, in quarto, at
the reduced price of one dollar per annum. This
weekly paper will become a valuable book of ref¬
erence, containing the facts and arguments re¬

lating to the Presidential elcotion, and much other
political and general intelligence, with a carefully-
prcparod index.

Postmasters and republican committees are re¬

quested to act as agents.
TKBMS.

Daily, on a super-royal sheet, at five dollars per annum.
Weekly, " " nnc dollar " "

flCjy Letters should be addrressed to
T.. C. CONNOLLY,

Publisher.

contracts will be made by a board appointed for
that purpose, and that no contracts will be given
unless that board be fully satisfied that mail ser¬

vice adequate to the payments will be amply se¬
cured to the United States.
We desire to obtain the views of your company

upon these and all other matters of detail, and
respectfully ask of you to furnish us such statis¬
tics as will enable us to submit-to the convention
and to Congress a statement showing the com¬

parative increase or diminution, as the case may
be, of the mail service performed by your com¬

pany.the past, and probable future increase of
the weight of mails carried over the route of
your road. And in this connexion we wish to
learn what, in your opinion, will bo the probable
increased weight of the mails, if newspapers and
periodicals are sent free of postage.
We wish you also to state what is the present

current price of your shares, what rate of divi¬
dend does your company now pay, and what divi¬
dend could you pay under a contract such as we

propose.
The committee venture to invite the co-opera¬

tion of the railroad convention to be held in New
Orleans on the first Monday of January, and that
the newspapers in the South and West will urge
upon all those who are interested in railroads or

in the extension of the system a favorable con¬

sideration of the measure proposed, and the ne¬

cessity of prompt and efficient co-operation. In
behalf of the committee,

DUFF GREEN, Chairman.

ProeeeiilWt of a Meeting held in Wuthinylon \City on Utf.
3il December, 18S1.

At « meeting of gentlemen, assembled, at the request of
Gen. DufT Green, to consider a project for modifying the ex-'
isting law* regulating tho letting of mails to railroad cor¬
poration*. , .. . j ... .Gen. Morton, of Florida, was chosen president, and Albert
Smith, of Maine, secretary.
The meeting was addressed by Gen. Green in explanation

of his proposition; after which, a desultory conversation
was held by all the gentlemen present, and the following
resolution was adopted:
" liesolred, That a committee of live be appointed, with

authority to correspond with the several railroad companies
in the United States upon the sulgcct of an application to
Congress for a change in the modo of compensation for
transporting the mails on railroads, and to digest a plan, to
be submitted to a meeting to be hereafter convened by the
said committee."
Gen. DufT Green, Mr. Blunt, of Florida, Albert Smith, of

Maine, Kobert H. Gallaher and Ool. Fontaine, of Virginia,
were chosen said committee.

Voted, that the meeting be adjourned.
Albert Smith, Secretary.

... =»
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS!

IN buying presents for the holidays person* toould do v>Jl
to look at our handsome stock of
Needlework Collars
French Muslin and Lace Undersleeves
Lace and Muslin Inside Handkerchiefs
French Muslin and I/ace Capes, very cheap
Linon Cambric Handkerchiefs, handsome and cheap,

with a great variety of other goods suitable for presents, to
which we invite the attention of purchasers.

R. MY BUS A CO.,
dec AJ.TuW48] Penn. av., b«t. 0th and lOth sts.

TO HOUSEKEEPERS.

I AM NOW OPENING one of the finest assortment of
House-furnishing Articles ever offered for sale In \N ash-

ington.consisting in partof Bronzed Ironware, Hat Backs,
Fire Dogs, SUnders, Ac.; Block and Planished Tinware,
from Cortlan A Co.'s, Baltimore; Kngllsh Britanlaware, Al-
bata Forks and Spoons, ivory handle Knives, in sets and
detached pieces; together with a great many other articles
desirable to Housekeepers, which I will sell as low as can
be purchased in the District. Call and examine at

It. LINDSLEi
(formerly Llndsley A Baden.)

dec 22 2weo Pa. av., bet.Oth and 10th sts.
~~

COACH-MAKERS.

I HAVE JUST RF.CKIVKD, and offer for pale at the
lowest prices, a tine lot of Drab Silk and other Laces,

Silver-Plated and Brass Coach Handles, Patent Screw Axle«,
Fellows, Spokes, Hubs and Hub-bands; with a general as¬
sortment of every thing that can be asked I'or-In Ithat line

11. lil N PSIjK > »

(formerly Llndsley A Baden,)
dec 22 2weo Pa. av.,bet.. 9th and 10th «ds-

$800 worth of Guns at Manufacturers' Pricos.

(1 KNTLKMBN wishing to provide themselves with a fine
I Gun and apparatus, have now sn opportunity seldnin

offered, as I am determined to sell off my large stock of
Guns before the season I* over. H. LINBSLKi,

(formerly Llndsley A Baden,)
dec 22.2weo Pa. a v., bet. 9th and lWhj«t*.

NONPARIKL Capcrt, Capottea, French
Olive*, just received and for sale by

JOHN B. KIBBKY A CO.,
dec 22.W12w N" «g£; ft"** Market.

IIVlVIBIIBD HERBS, r..r culinary use-

Sage, Marjoram, Savory, Thyme. Also, pulverised
Horseradish, in half-pound boxes. For sale by

JOHN B. KIBBKY A CO.,
dec 22.W8w No. 6, opp. Centre Market.

nllllR ItMCACllKD WINTF.R SPRRM
I Oil, warranted pure and to stand the coldest weather.
For sale by JOHN B. KIBBKY A CO.,
dee %% -WI2w No. 6, opp Centre Market

WKSTPtl ALIA HAMS, our own Importation
this Fall, for sale by '

JOHN B. KIBBKY A CO.,
dee 22.W12w No. 6, opp. Centre Market.

AMERICAN TELEGRAPH.
ketttr from the Hon. A. F. Owen.

Washington, December 29, 1851.
Messrs. Gales & Seaton : Will you do me the

favor to allow me, through the medium of your
extensively circulated journal, to make an expo¬
sition purely of u personal character? 1 am
aware that such matters are usually uninterest¬
ing and not unfrequently quite distasteful to an

intelligent public. But in this instance I feel
that 1 have a right to ask a hearing even without
an apology,

In my conduct as late Consul for Havana I
have been harshly assailed and bitterly denounced,
not to say grossly misrepresented and shamefully
traduced before the American people. Of the
character of those who were the most efficient
actors in this conspiracy against my good name
and reputation, or their objects or motives, I have
no intention at this time or in this way to speak.
If my cause cannot stand upon its own merits
before (he tribunal of an impartial and right-
thinking people, 1 am willing that I nnd it may
be consigned to that reprobation which both
would so riohly deserve, if I were such a man as
1 ha-^been represented to be. My object, there¬
fore, in asking of you the favor, is not to use the
medium of your paper for the purpose of assail-
ing any one, not even my calumniators, but only
to defend myself. I feel that I have been most
unjustly dealt by. Whether others, who have
not the same interest in the matter, shall be of
the same opinion, will depend upon their judg¬
ment upon what I have to say.
When, then, are the charges which have been

brought against me? Not having seen any pre¬
sented in any regular form, I. shall have to allude
to them as I bave seen them stated in the news¬
papers at different times. And, to begin with the
most prominent:

1st. It has been said, in substance, that I re¬
fused to take any steps, on the morning of the
lfith ol August last, to arrest the proceedings
which resulted in the condemnation and sentence
of death pronounced against my unfortunate
countrymen who were taken in the ill-fated Lopez
expedition, who were that day executed by the
authorities in the Island of Cuba; and not only
this, but that I refused to see them or to bear
any messages from them to their friends, or to
do anything manifesting any commisseration for
them in their miserable condition.
To this I have simply to say that it is not true

that I refused to take any steps to arrest the pro¬
ceedings which resulted in the order for their
execution. |t is not true.. that I knew of their
capture until after their condemnation. As I
have stated on a former occasion, they were con¬
demned before I heard of their capture; so that
I had no time to act, or to do anything to prevent
their sentence, if I had had the power to do so.

Again: It is not true that I refused, to see them
after their condemnation. Nor is it true that any
desire was expressed by any one of them to see
me that was made known to me. On the con¬

trary, I did express a desire to see them, for the
purpose of bearing any message they might de¬
liver to me to be borne to their friends. And I
was informed Mr. Costa, of New Orleans, known
personally to some of them, had been sent for,
and bad attended to such matters. And 1 ask
that all fair men will bear in mind that 1 had no
more power or authority from my official position
to act in the matter than any other American citi¬
zen who happened to be there, as will hereafter
be fully shown. 13ut it is not true that I even

faded to do my utmost as an individual to avert
the sad fate of these men, under the most moving
and meluncholy circumstances of their situation.
As soon as I arrived at my office, a little after ten
o'clock, in the morning, and heard of their sen¬
tence and approaching doom, I addressed a note
to the Governor and Captain-General of the
Island. This I did not do in my official character,!
because, apart from my knowledge of the full
extent of my official powers, I had, in an interview
with the Captain-General the day before touching
the course intended to be pursued by him in case

any of the men invading the island should be cap-
tured, been informed by him that he would not
allow any interference, either official or personal,
by any Consul in their behalf, let them bcloDg to
whatever nation they might. I therefore, on

reaching my office, fearing a personal interview
might be denied me, wrote and delivered in per¬
son to the private secretary of the Captain-Gener¬
al the note which follows, purely os an act of hu¬
manity. The note and the reply the public can

judge of for themselves.
COMMERCIAL AOENCY OF THE U. STATE*,

Havana, August 16, 1861.
Sir : I have just arrived in the city, and

heard of the capture of about fifty of the men

who came with Lopez, and that they have been
condemned to be shot very soon. Under these
embarrassing circumstances, I regard it as my
solemn duty to make an appeal to your Excellen-
cy in behalf of these unfortunate men; nnd 1
trust that this will not be considered as an ' in¬
terference,' either official or personal, on my pnrt.
I earnestly beseech that the lives of the prisoners
may be spared, and if all cannot be spared, that
no more shall be taken than are deemed to be ab¬
solutely necessary; and if neither of these peti¬
tions can be granted, that your Excellency will
not permit the prisoners to be executed imme¬
diately, but allow them all the time possible in
their dreadful condition. Will your Excellency
allow me an interview at once ?

I have the honor to be your Excellency's obe¬
dient servant, A. P. OWEN.

His Exc'y Sr. D. Jose de lX Cojicha,
Governor and Captain-General of the

Island of Cubn.

[5m/ of the Government of the Island of Cuha. ]
Office of tiik Political Secretary.

I have just received the communication that
you have been pleased to address me, interesting
yourself that I shall spare the lives of all or some

of the fifty prisoners, or that the penalty of death
upon them should at least be suspended. It is
impossible for me to accede to any one of the
three extremes that your letter contains. The
fifty captured men are not American citizehs, or

citizens of any other notion. They arc pirates,
acknowledged and declared as such by the Span¬
ish government, long before they had attempted
the criminal undertaking that they accomplished;
and no otherwise can be considered those who,
without any acknowledged flag, assemble, arm

themselves, embark, invade, and spill the blood
of the defenders of n. quiet country, thai is in
full peace and friendship with the nation of which
they call themselves citizens. The American
government itself thus considered them also,
when, in such solemn and public documents as

its proclamations, it not only reprobated the ex¬

pedition of which they formed a part, but as¬

sured, in the clearest and most explicit manner,
that it would not acknowledge them as American
citizens; that no effort would bo made in their
favor to save them from the penalty that might
be laid upon them in the country where they
were going; and that, for the same reason, it
would abandon them to the fate they might there
meet with. 1 cannot but be surprised, therefore,
that, you should interest yourself in their favor
in the letter which 1 am answering; although
with the saving clause that it may not be consid¬
ered os an official or persoLal "interference."
You are aware that Consuls, who are strictly
commercial agents, ought not in any manner to
interfere in affairs of thia nature; and you can-

not be ignorant either that the Wlll nf . .

eminent is that no efforts be made ,, i?T if°V/
those who compose such criminal exuodir
the one now alluded to.

eM>odit.0.s ft3

thaJ Ihlnhin ,1?° m°8t C0,nPlete manner, provedthat the fifty prisoners you recommend toL ,irJ
part of those who trampling upon all interna¬
tional law invaded in arms this pacific island,
and fought against tho soldiers that defend it it
being notorious that their companions still re¬
sist, protected by tho mountains, the attacks of
our troops; and that they, after the defeat they
sustained, were trying to save themselves bv
night, neither justice nor policy counsel me to
accede to the wishes expressed by you; and in
tins aftair 1 will not admit any interference pri¬
vately or officially, from you, nor from the other
Consuls resident in this city.
God preserve you many years !

.
JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

Havana, August 10, 1851.
It may be proper, before proceeding further

to state that a very general misapprehension
seems to prevail in the public mind touching the
powers and duties of a Consul for Havana. It
does not seem to be known or appreciated that ho
is restricted in express termit to such matters as are

strictly commercial. He has no diplomatic pow¬
ers, and1 is so informed by the government of the
United .States, and every communication made by

objects other than commercial can only
be addressed as matters offavor, and not of right.
I Ins can readily be perceived by reading the ex¬
tent of the powers as set forth in the following
royal exequatur:
Dona Isabel, the Second, by the Grace of

God and the Constitution of the Spanish mon-

archy, Queen of Spain :
Inasmuch as the Minister Plenipotentiary of

the I'm ted States has reported that tho President
of said republic has appointed Mr. Allen P. Owen
Consul ol the same for Havana, as it appears
from the commission which ho has exhibited beg¬
ging that I would be pleased to approve of it, in
order that he may exercise the functions of said
office, and to which I have assented: Therefore I
command the Captain-Geijeral of the Island 'of
Cuba, and the other authorities whose duty it
may be to sco this my royal decree carried out
to receive and to recognise the aforesaid Mr. Al¬

ii" Fj 2WCn in tlie caPacity of Consul of the
United States at Havana, in the form prescribed
by the royal ordinance of the twenty fourth of
i larch, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-
nine, and to permit him to enjoy and to exercise
his functions; in doing which he is not to exer¬
cise any act of jurisdiction, being only allowed to
interpose his arbitration in controversies which
may occur between merchants and seafaring peo¬
ple, with a view of reconciling them and of set¬
tling their differences. Under which condition
and none other, I grant him this my royal authority
to perform the functions of said office; and to
this ellect I order that he may be allowed to ex¬
ercise tho privileges and to receive the emolu¬
ments appertaining to the same, and that he may
enjoy the exemptions, prerogatives, and immuni-
ties compatible with the special law which is in
force in that colony.

Given in Madrid, on the 12th of August, one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one

i the queen.
(Countersigned,)

Tiie Mabquis Miraflores.
This is the usual form of the powers allowed

by Spain to all Consuls in her transmarine de¬
pendencies. And from this it will be seen that
I had no more power to act in the matter under
consideration than any other citizen of tho United
States in Havana at that time; no more than any
one of our naval officers within the range of wliosu
guns the cxecutiou took place. If any one of all
the American citizens then there, cither with or
without any official connexion with our govern¬
ment, did more thau 1 did, or even as much, 1
have yet to learn it. But, to proceed :

2d. It has been said that, after the surrender
and capture of those who came in under the
proclamation of the Governor and Captaiu-(Jeu-
eral of the 24th August, aud were committed to
the 1 unta prison altcrwards, I refused to see
them, or to do anything for them, or to make
any intercession for them. One of these prison¬
ers, ( apt. Kelly, has published, under his own

band, since his return to this country, a state¬
ment, which has had an extensive circulation
through the medium of the presses of the coun-

try, making this charge, and other charges also,
which I shall not deign to notice. It is due to
me that the public, however, should know the
facts; and I shall not so far compromit my own

self-respect as to ask the public to judge between
me and him. But that Capt. Kelly may see him¬
self how far he is sustained by Capt. Piatt and
Lieut. Taylor, of the Luited States sloop-of-war
Albany, to whom he referred in a part of his
statement, I subjoih their joint letter to me:

United States Ship Albany,
Havana, December 4, 1851.

Sir: \our note of this date, in reference to a

letter published by Capt. Kelly, of the late Lopez
expedition, has been received, aud we take great
pleasure in complying with your request.

\\ e have no hesitation in saying that Capt.
Kelly has made a great mistake in that portion
ol his statement referring to ourselves, to wit ;
" When Capt. Piatt, of the sloop-of-war Albany,

visited us, I sent to Mr. Owen by him, and lie
again refused to come. Then Lieut. Taylor, of
the Albany, said he would . make him come/ and
the next morning Mr. Owen paid us a visit with
Capt. Piatt."

The facts arc simply these: Before we pro¬
ceeded to the l'unta, on the 30th August, we called
at your office, and you then desired us to say to
the prisoners confined there for taking part in
the invasion of Cuba, that if they wished to see

you, you would pay them a visit, although you
could do nothing for them iu your official capacity.
This message was delivered to tliem, and they
said that they would be glad to have you come.

Your visit to them, in company with Capt. Piatt,
was made in compliance with their acceptance of
your offer.

The inference to bo drawn from the above quo¬
tation from Capt. Kelly's letter is, that l,ieut.
Taylor saw the prisoners some time, subsequent
to Capt. Piatt's first visit to them. Lieut. Taj lor
never saw them, except in company with Capt.
I'latt on the occasion mentioned. Neither of us

heard any complaint from them, at that time, of
any neglect or indifference on your part towards
them.

\ ery respectfully, your obedient, servants,
Cll VALES T. PLATT,
WM. KOGERS TAYLOR.

A. F. Owen, esq., U. S. Consul, Havana.

Now, the facts are, that these men, or most of
them at least, were brought to the city of Havana,
and committed to prison on the 28th and 2!»th of
August. -On thp 80th 1 addressed tho following
communication to the Governor and Captain-
General :

Commercial Aaerct ok tiik U. States,
Havana, August 30, 1851.

Sir: I desire to invite your Excellency's at¬
tention to the subject of the American prisoners
belonging to the expedition of Loppz. Some of
them have been captured, others have surren¬

dered, and otliefs still will be captured or Btirren
dcr under the proclamation which your Excel
lency was good enough to issue on the 24th
instant.
The invasion being ended by the capture and

dispersion of the men, and the leader of it boingin the power of the government, it is not, I am
sure, desired, either hy your Excellency or. tho
Supreme Government, that the unfortunate and
misguided men who were engaged in it shall
needlessly suffer longer.

It is doubtless known to your Excellency that
these men have already suffered much. Without
a shelter from the storm, without food, save the
wild fruit which chance threw in their way,almost destitute of clothing, thoy have for manydays wandered in tho mountains, pursuod and
hunted down by the very men who, they were
told, were up in arms and revolutionizing this
government.

In view of all these things, tho misrepresenta¬tions of the designing by whom these unfortu¬
nate men have been induced to invade this island,and the sufferings they have already endured, 1
respectfully request that the chains may be re¬
moved from the limbs of the prisoners, and that
they may be treated with all the kindness con¬
sistent with their safe-keeping.

I trust that your Excellency will permit the
prisoners to be visited by such of their country¬
men as are here or may come here during their
confinement, and who may desire to see them;
and that they may be allowed, such things, in the
way of diet, clothing, and the liko, as may con¬
duce to their comfort, which it is desired to af¬
ford them.

I desire to see your Excellency as soon as an
interview can be granted, to present some views
for your Excellency's consideration relative to the
liberation of all these unfortunate men : many of
them are husbands, and have dependent wives
and helpless children; more of them have fathers,
mothers, and sisters, who will be in the deepest
distress at their capture and imprisonment when
it shall become known to them.
Hoping for tho most favorable results, and be¬

lieving that your Excellency will embrace the op¬
portunity of showing kindness and humanity to
the prisoners, I have the honor to be your Excel¬
lency's obedient servant, A. F. OWEN.

His Ex y Sr. D. Jose de la Concha,
Governor and Captain-General of the

Island of Cuba.
The same day that this letter was addressed to

the Captain General, Capt. l'latt and Lieut. Tay¬
lor called to see me on their way to the prison.
They had previously obtained a written permit
from the Captain-General to visit the prisoners.
I sent word by these officers to the prisoners that
I would visit them and do what I could for them,
if they desired it. At the same time, that they
might not be mistaken as to the extent of my
powers, I sent them wora that I could do nothing
for them in my official character. How far my
sympathies were enlisted in their behalf may bo
judged of by the character of my letter. The
interview with tho Captain-General, requested in
that letter, was granted. And on the evening of
the same day, the 30th of August, the Captain-
General, in that interview, made known to me his'
intention to pardon tho whole of the prisoners.
The next day, August 31st, the news was re¬
ceived of the unfortunate outrages at New Or¬
leans, and tin; Captain-General immediately sent
for me and informed me of the change of his pur¬
pose.

But as soon as 1 obtained a permit to visit the
prisoners, 1 djd so; aud to the utmost of my
ability I did all 1 could to administer to their
wants aud alleviate their condition. At my inter¬
cession their chains were removed ; and I directed
the storekeepers of tho prisons, after getting per¬
mission for that purpose, to furnish them with
everything they stood in need of, in the way of
food and clothing, and to charge the same to my
personal accouut. These bills were paid out of
my own private purse. Other American citizens
also generously contributed in the same way.
And when the Captain-General informed me that
although he could not pardon all the prisoners,
as I had urgently requested him, yet he would
pardon a few of them, I interceded xpeciaTh/ in
behalf of Capt. Kelly, and made his case promi¬
nent, because he made such a strong appeal on
accouut of his wife and children, who, he said,
would be left in great destitution if lie should be
sent away. Ho owes his deliverance to me. How
far ho has repaid my attentions and kindness,
others may judge.

1 knew nothing of Capt. Kelly until I saw him
in prison ; and I know nothing of him since, ex¬

cept that he owes that liberty which enables him
to abuse me tT> my own generous nature, which
prompted me to select him, out of a great many
others, as one of a few for whom I specially in¬
voked executive clemency. But, again:3d. It has been said that I was negligent in the
discharge of my duty to Mr. John 8. Thrasher,
who has lately been sent to Spain. On this point
I may barely say that I did all in my power to
have Mr. Thrasher's case presented in the way
he desired it, as the several communications I
addressed to the Captain-General in his behalf
will abundantly show, and to, which I need only
refer at this time.

Whether he was right in his construction of
our treaty with Spain or not, is not for me to
say: nor whether he was rightfully or wrong¬
fully condemned. But whether my conduct tow¬
ards him as an unfortunate countryman, claim¬
ing the rights of an American citizen in a foreign
land, was kind or unkind, can perhaps best be
judged of by the estimation he placed on it in the
following letter:

Moro Casti.e, Havana,
Xofcmbtr 26, 1861.

Dear Sir : About to be embarked for Spain to
fill a most iniquitous sentence, 1 have to thank
you, which I do most sincerely, not only for your
exertions in my behalf, which we can only regret
have been unavailing, but also for many acts ol
kindness which you have extended to me.
You arc well aware that 1 do not go sftdly to

my imprisonment, because not only that 1 am

perfectly innocent of the charges against me, but
also because 1 do not believe my countrymen will
suffer my unjust sentence to be carried out.

Reiterating my thanks to yon, 1 remain your
obliged servant, J. S. THRASHKR.

A. F. Owen, esq., Consul of U, S. of America.
Now. Messrs. Editors, I have done. I have

only alluded to the more prominent charges that
hare been made against me, as 1 have been ena¬
bled to comprehend them, before and since my
return.

I have neither time nor inclination to take up
the thousands of other silly and uufounded slan¬
ders that have been industriously circulated
against me.

I have said that I did not intend at this time or
in this way to call in question the motives or ob-

| jeets of those who treated me so unfairly. This
rule 1 have endeavored to observe. My only ob¬
ject has been to speak in defeuce of myself and
of my official conduct.

j It is proper that. 1 should also state that 1 have
not alluded to the charges above specifically set
forth as in auy way connected with the reasons of
my recall. 1 do not know upon what grounds or

for what cause I have been recalled; nor do I
wish to be considered as complaining of that re-

call. I am not the man to appeal to the public
on account of such a greivance, even if I felt, it.
But I can say with truth that I have very litUe
feeling on that suhject: indeed none at all, ex¬

cept in so far as the might corroborate
the idea that 1 had rendered myself unfit for such
a place by proving that I was destitute of those
kindlier feelings of our nature which prompt the
generous heart "to feel another s wo," and "to
hide the fault we see," which I value more than all


